
❍  Art 133: 3-Dimensional Studies (3)  

❍  Art 134: 4-Dimensional 

Studies and Color (3)  

❍  ArtV 224: Introduction  to 

Computer Graphic Design (3)   

❍  General studies  (3)  

❍  General studies (3)  	

[ 15 credits ]

❍ ArtV 317: Intermed.  Typography (3)  

❍ ArtO 210 or ArtO 211 (Basic 

Photography options) (3)  

❍ ArtD 310: Intermediate Drawing (3)  

❍ General studies (Sci w/ lab) (4)  

[ 13 credits ]

❍ ArtV 325: Techniques in Visual 

Communication Design (3)  

❍ ArtH 321: History of Visual 

Communication Design (3)  

❍ 3-D Studio Elective (3)  	

❍ General studies (3)  

❍ Art 299: Portfolio Review* (0 cr)

[ 12 credits ]

❍  ArtV 426: Advanced Visual 

Communication Design (3)  

❍  ArtV 427: Motion Design (3)

❍  Studio elective 300+ level (3)  

❍  General studies (3)  	

[ 12 credits ]

❍ ArtV 496: Experiential 

Component** or CEP 300 

Cooperative Education (3)

[ 3 credits ]

fall

spring

sum

❍ Art 131: Basic Drawing (3) 

❍ Art 132: 2-Dimensional Studies (3) 

❍ Art history (selection #1 of 2) (3)

❍ General studies (3) 

❍ General studies (3) 

[ 15 credits ]

❍ ArtV 225: Introduction to Visual 

Communication Design (3) 

❍ ArtV 226: Intro to Typography (3) 

❍ ArtV 283: VCD Admit. Review (0) 

❍ Art history (selection #2 of 2) (3) 

❍ General studies (3) 

[ 12 credits ] 

❍ ArtV 323: Intermediate Visual 

Communication Design (3) 

❍ ArtV 330: Interaction Design for 

Visual Communication (3)

❍ ArtP 230: Painting I (3) 

❍ 

❍ 

General studies (3) 	

[ 13 credits ]

freshman	 sophomore	 junior	 senior	 bfa capstone	

Visual Communication Design major requirements. The credits can come from major, minor, area of 

concentration and/or elective courses. Some studio elective choices may defray the number of upper-

division electives shown.  |  *Art 299 Portfolio Review: Students apply for BFA candidacy by registering 

for Art 299 in fall or spring of the VCD junior year.  |  **Experiential Component: The internship can be taken 

before or after the summer shown.  |   Foundation of Knowledge Curriculum:  



What is the difference between a BA / BFA in visual communication design? 

A BFA degree is a professional degree offering the opportunity to develop 

depth and specialization in a creative art practice. Conversely, a BA degree is 

a general studies degree offering breadth of understanding through exposure 

to an area of artistic activity; a minor or area of concentration outside the 

major is required for a BA to help achieve this. The degrees vary slightly in 

total number of credits required (BA: 121 credits; BFA: 122 credits); the main 

difference is in the make-up of the requirements. 

	 The BFA degree is preferred by the profession, the AIGA (the American 

Institute for Graphic Arts — the largest professional association of visual 

communication designers), and the accrediting agency NASAD (the National 

Association of Schools of Art and Design). The Visual Communication Design 

BFA degree at Northern Kentucky University offers a deep, comprehensive 

scope of study and a competitive advantage in portfolio development. The 

degree carries a level of distinction, and as such, has requirements for 

eligibility and elevated standards for completion. A student interested in 

http://www.aiga.org/

